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A Cosmopolitan Migrant: The Career and Travels of Georg Noélli and his
Pantaleon-Cymbal

Nadav Ovadia | Conservatoire national supérieur de musique et de danse de Lyon; Université Lumiére
Lyon 2; Hochschule fiir Musik und Theater Hamburg

The career of Georg Noélli (1727-1789), a migrating virtuoso of Jewish origin, is an intriguing example
of success and celebrity in the 18th century. His musical education and subsequent professional activities
led him across the continent and are retraceable through multiple sources: archival documents, historical
press, musical scores and iconography. These sources also shed light on his various musical and social
environments, his career engagements, his instrument(s) and musical practice. The revival of the
Pantaleon-cymbal, a very large and rare type of the hammered dulcimer that disappeared with Noélli’s
death, is a major consideration of this investigation. Noélli’s association with circles of the
Enlightenment, with networks of virtuosos and with the Portuguese Jewish Nation (Nagdo) will be
discussed in this presentation as a key element in understanding his success and that of his lost
instrument.
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This poster presents a case study at the intersection of Al, technology, biblical texts, and music. As a
programmer and researcher, I developed a web application that uses Al and digital tools to explore
biblical texts and their musical renditions in ways previously unfeasible. Without Al, this type of research
would require many hours of manual analysis and programming—making it time-consuming and costly
and therefore impractical, especially in the context of digital humanities where funding is limited. The
web application at https://sacredmetrics.org automatically analyzes both biblical texts and MIDI music
files, whether uploaded by the user or entered directly into the platform.

(A live demonstration will be provided) It calculates the number of words, syllables, and letters per verse.
A feature in development will analyze the number of musical notes per phrase, distinguishing syllabic
from melismatic patterns and short notes from long ones. The goal is not basic statistics, but deeper
analytical insights that allow classification of chant and song corpus into typologies.

Case Study: The Italian Rites

The initial study focuses on the Italian Jewish rites (Ashkenazi, Sephardi Italiani, and APAM), based on
my own transcriptions and those of Elio Piattelli. These are grounded in recordings by Leo Levi from the



1960s, preserved in the National Library. This project illustrates the potential of Al and Al aided software
analysis to advance research in digital humanities, musicology, and biblical studies—pushing the
boundaries of what’s possible today in textual and musical analysis.

AxP pn :2IxD 14:00
DO INnD AP0k PRIRRT | 3721791000 (wK-awY

’DN‘?PH TVI'XNPT NPTINRM IR AN WINPT D212 PIMX 021w
oW1 ,1PAU AW OIIR | 272373 XY

1730-1 MIWR) AXA X2 TWRIw N3 PRIN 0 POXRPR 10PN DX NP2 123700 NIXR 12uni
1DIX2 7NN NNY Dw 19K D°2°2pn D2 TRoN 10ENPA 222270 W K LT P90 79002 (17701 N T
TP AN MPINK TRPN02 AMPRY PPRMD N7I0N DU 030 DX YW MR PR TwoKy

NWXIT 123N I FIXAN NP 722 NP1PINa NI PTAN POIX X, 10702 1T KT PR AT e
TNWXIT IR 22pnD UIKTD PT-5U PwRIN X 922p02 191 2 T-50 ;nTRna 1900 IR 254 09N
TNPD NX WWXNY 010D IXIN 1w 12100 . "1ann NN PR 200 P poipan -5 ;ankn bw
(20 PROION) WIN APND X (P ,7PND) TDI0PKI (P07 PpoIPIan L, PRapR) NN YW

077X 71 2320 07991077 101N *RI1Da NERpNWwA 1997 MY 3T NAX 92 7Y D3TK 17 XY
IR0 XA L7700 A1 130 002210 D°PMPn w0 ,MIXANT 2T w00 1PKD DD 2D AX
DN 9K MPXYD 021200 Pw 0Nw 3 DX WPhna2 27,07 9XIN0 IR 0IKn T0IKY X3
DIWR XpNT X — NPMOKRDA 171 0°NUDw ,NPunwn ™I Muiaa» oenonn DX D200 77 2N’ Yw
XU KW X 70000 DX SW 1PPAan P90 imnmn WX 12100 0K 0200 DIPRA 102

W ITRRN 170 Wi 19107 22210 1K, WK 12107 NX 0707 1w 1230717 0K 27292 °X1270 TRan
MXANTA MWKAY MITNDT M3 2707 D *1PK0Ii 3202 220wn X 71,0707 1231010
NMY? VN0 NNX 172 D0 N2TIUA ADIPN AMKA AWDNI 7AW 772 NP AXK0 poon 1997
LONXU YTENPT PPN PT-0U 107X

MLND Sw NP NDHOPXI NWXTIT KU NPOXRNWY MANTT :2mwnt 2N Mnnon
nPOXYP-1OE
TMNoI AWOILNNT | VDW-112 1N

Formal loosening within S-zone sonata-form expositions has been much discussed in research. Though
P-zones are typically “tight-knit” (Caplin, 2013), several recent studies on nineteenth-century music have
addressed situations of unconventional formal and tonal procedures within them (Horton, 2020; Hyland,
2023; MacKay, 2024; Rusch, 2023; Taylor, 2024). This article focuses on a particular pattern of P-zone
expansions in early Romantic sonata form movements, which I term the ‘Interrupted Home Key



Exposition’ (IHK). In IHK situations, an additional thematic action space lingers in a new (usually
remote) tonality but ultimately reverts to the HK to launch the TR.

This circular progression belongs to a broader phenomenon I label “Retracted Tonal Areas” (RTAs),
characterized by an initiating structural articulation (Cadential Boundary), a tonally stable thematic space,
and a redirecting module (P or S Retransitions) ending with another articulated divider. Unlike S-zone
RTAs, where the destabilizing effect is countered by the reclaimed destination key of the exposition (i.e.,
another S-group and/or the C-section), in P-zone RTAs, the reestablished HK is abandoned again with the
onset of the TR, creating complex interactions between form functions and tonal trajectories. In some
cases, the functional ambiguity results in competing readings: does the foreign tonality constitute an RTA
in P, or is the HK’s recurrence “out of place” in S? The paper explores this and similar questions by
applying the THK model to complex case studies in various genres, including Dussek’s Piano Sonata Op.
70, Schubert’s String Quartet D. 112, and Franz Lachner’s Symphony No. 5, Op. 52.
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